The 64th Biennial Convention 

of the Unity of the Brethren
July 7th – 9th, 2011
REVISED
Decision for Referendum

The following decisions passed by the 64th Unity Convention are being sent to all congregations of The Unity of the Brethren for referendum vote. Except where noted, the Unity of the Brethren By-Laws, Article IV, Paragraph S states that the following convention decisions shall become valid only after a simple majority of the congregations of The Unity of the Brethren have approved the decisions in a referendum by a simple majority vote in a meeting called for this purpose:

1. Decisions concerning financial matters

2. Any decisions failing to receive a two-thirds majority vote by the Convention’s membership

3. Constitution revisions (Requires two-thirds majority vote by two-thirds of the congregations)

4. By-Laws revisions

The decisions are to be acted upon in a congregational meeting, and the results are to be emailed or mailed by regular mail, to the Synodical Executive Committee Secretary:

Kathy Harrison

kathy53087@yahoo.com
P. O. Box 593

Little River-Academy, Texas 76554

These results must be received no later than September 26 , 2011 by 5 p.m..   Failure to return the referendum by the stated deadline will result in the congregation being counted as favorable towards all decisions of the Convention.  Please include the name and information of the elected lay representative to the Synodical Committee with the results of the referendum.  The congregation’s secretary must sign the form (if emailed – type name).  Please make a copy of the results for your records.  
VOTE ON YELLOW HIGHLIGHTS
Sincerely,

Kathy Harrison, Secretary
Unity of the Brethren
MOTIONS COMMITTEES REPORT 
REVISED
 Report from the Motions Committee Of

The 64th Convention of the Unity of the Brethren
1. Being that the Christ Covenant Church has made application to the Synodical
     Committee who accepted and affirmed them to the Unity Convention.
Being that Christ Covenant Church has an accurate roll of membership.
Being that Christ Covenant Church has adopted their own constitution and by-laws
     which are in accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Unity of the
     Brethren and
Being that Christ Covenant Church has elected Boards of Elders and Trustees for
     their governing body
It is moved that the 64th Convention of the Unity of the Brethren accept the Christ
     Covenant Church located in Lewisville, North Carolina as a congregation of the
     Unity of the Brethren upon receipt of the existing Constitution and By-Laws being
     accepted by the congregation, signed by its Elders and an original copy returned to
     the President of the Unity of the Brethren.

Seconded by Leonard Mikeska

Passed with no opposition!

2. It is moved that a committee to be determined by the new executive committee be
     formed consisting of members throughout the denomination to recognize the 100
     year anniversary of Hus School with a Unity wide celebration honoring past
     attendees, teachers and its history.

Jim Baletka moved to amend italics into motion.  Jennifer Chervenka Seconded.  Amendment passed to add.
Passed as amended

3. It is moved to send the balance of funds for CROP to them and remove the line item
     from the disbursement sheet.  If additional funds are received, they shall be put in
     the Foreign Missions Fund.

Seconded by Delores Kubala

Passed on for Referendum
4. It is moved to authorize the expenditure of up to $18,000 from the Contingency Fund
     to support the Cade Lake Ministry.  (It is recommended that the Home Mission
     Board consider its role in the Cade Lake Ministry.)

Seconded by Wilber Milberger

 Passed on for Referendum
5. It is moved to give the Director of Youth Ministries a merit raise of 6.5% ($100.00
     per month).

No Second acquired because the Director of Youth Ministries declined the raise.

6. It is moved that the assets and programming of H.I.L.L. be consolidated into the
     Board of Christian Education.  (This would eliminate Article XXIV of the By-
    Laws).

Seconded by Connie Janac

Passed
7. The Constitution and By-Laws committee moves and recommends that a special
     committee be appointed by the Synodical Committee to consider any and all
     changes to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Unity of the Brethren.  These
     changes to the Constitution and By-Laws should be written and finalized by the
     Fall 2012 Synodical Committee Meeting at which time a Special Convention
     could be called if prudent.

Seconded by Albert Surovik

Passed (This is for action to consider changes and does not need to go to Referendum; the changes shall go to Referendum or Special Convention for approval.)

The following (8 & 9) have some conflict.  Passing #8 licenses the three students mentioned and is redundant with current By-Laws.  Passing #9 would dictate what these students must do during this final year of study.  The Motions Committee has concerns about the impact on our student’s education and also the congregations they will be rotating through on a regular basis.

8. The Pastoral Relations Committee moves that Denise Mikeska, Stephen Davis, 
     and Mark Sebek, who are all Unity ministerial students in their last year of studies,
     be licensed for 12 months for specialized ministry by the Unity of the Brethren
     under the direction of the Pastoral Relations Committee for pulpit supply and
     generalized ministry.  (This does include Rites and Sacraments and could be
     handled without a motion through By- Law Article III, C, 7.)

Passed with 40 for and 30 against which is not 2/3 majority.
Therefore, it would need to go to Referendum.
Motion to Reconsider by Rev. Jimmy Hejl, and

seconded by Dawn Marie Baletka. Motion to Reconsider Passed.

This essentially nullified the motion.
Two new motions were produced.
8a.
The Pastoral Relations Committee moves that Mark Sebek, who is a Unity
     ministerial student and in his last year of study, be licensed for 12 months for
     specialized ministry by the Unity of the Brethren under the direction of the Pastoral
     Relations Committee for pulpit supply and generalized ministry.)

Second by Arnold Cuba

Passed

8b.
Rev. Joe Emerson moves that Denise Mikeska be called and licensed by the
     Pastoral Relations Committee to Associate Pastor to Seaton Brethren Church and
     Stephen Davis be called and licensed by the Pastoral Relations Committee to
     specialized ministry as Youth Pastor to Seaton Brethren Church.

Second by Jerry Marshall
9. The Pastoral Relations Committee moves that all ministerial students, during their last
     year of formal education, will be required to participate in a practicum consisting
     of supervised ministry preparation.  As part of this practicum, the ministerial
     student will be required to serve in a Unity of the Brethren congregation under an
     ordained minister’s supervision.  They will participate in visitation, worship
     service development, pastoral leadership, and youth ministry.  In addition, each
     ministerial student will also be required to engage in Sunday pulpit supply with
     the stipulation that they must serve in at least two different churches each
     month. Scheduling will be under the direction of the Pastoral Relations
     Committee.
Rev. Jimmy Hejl moved to amend italics out of motion.  Jennifer Chervenka Seconded.  Amendment passed to remove.
Passed as amended

There was another submission about setting a quorum for an elected board.  This is not a standard within the By-Laws therefore; we refer this to the Special By-Laws Review committee for further action.

***This motion was by James Marek during new business.  This does need to go to Referendum.
It is moved that the Board for Grants and Bequest be reduced from nine to five members.
     This changes By-Laws Article XXI section F (strike “nine” and insert “five”) and
     Appendix C Article III section G (strike “five members” and insert “three members”
     and strike “five affirmative votes” and insert “three affirmative votes”).

Seconded by Albert Surovik

Passed
Referendum Results








The _____________________________ Congregation, in a meeting held on ___________________, 2011, took action on the attached enclosed decisions of the 64th Convention of The Unity of the Brethren.  The results are indicated below:

Yes
 No

(    )  (    )
Approved ALL decisions, Constitutional amendments by two-thirds 



majority ANDALL By-Law and Financial decisions of the 64th Unity 



Convention by a simple majority vote.   Note:  A “No” vote indicates 



that none were  approved.   See “partial approval” below if approval 



was not  inclusive for all decisions.

-- OR –

Partial Approval

(    )

Approved all decisions,  Constitutional amendments, By-law 

amendments and financial decisions of the Convention WITH THE EXCEPTION of those decisions indicated below. 

** List by reference number which ones did not pass, below**

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________
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                        Texas 76554 or email kathy53087@yahoo.com
Election of Synodical Committee Representative:

As provided in Article VI, Paragraph A.3, of The Unity of the Brethren By-Laws, each congregation shall elect one lay representative to serve on the Synodical Committee, unless a congregation is already represented by a lay person among the officers of the Synodical Executive Committee. 

The person listed below was elected as this congregation’s representative to the Synodical Committee to serve as a representative until the next Unity Convention:

Name:
________________________________________________________

Address:
________________________________________________________

Email:       ________________________________________________________

Phone: 
________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

________________

Signature of the Secretary of the Board of Elders


Date

** NOTE: **

Please submit the two pages with the Referendum results and the Synodical Committee Representative by September 26, 2011 by 5 p.m. to Kathy Harrison at:

P. O. Box 593, Little River-Academy, Texas 76554 or email kathy53087@yahoo.com
For questions, please contact Kathy 254/721-1815 or email  kathy53087@yahoo.com
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